Oxytocin content of microdissected areas of rat hypothalamus.
Oxytocin content has been measured by radioimmunoassay in microdissected hypothalamic nuclei. Equal concentrations of oxytocin were found in the supraoptic and the paraventricular nuclei, indicating that both are major sources of the hormone. The concentration of oxytocin in the median eminence was more than three times that in either the supraoptic or the paraventricular nuclei, and significant amounts of oxytocin were also found in the arcuate nucleus and in tow anterior hypothalamic nuclei.